
 

 

 

 
YEAR 5 SPRING TERM 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We hope you and your family have had an enjoyable Christmas and a very happy New 
Year.  In order to enable you to support your child with their school work this term, the 
following information summarises the main aspects of the work we will be covering.  
We hope that this will help you to be able to discuss work more easily with your child 
and for your child to know that school and home are working as closely together as 
possible.  

 
English  

 The book we are studying is ‘Room 13’ by Robert Swindells (have a look at other 
books he has written if you would like to expand your child’s knowledge and 
understanding of the author; you may wish your child to have their own copy of 
the book).  We will be: 

 Writing diaries 

 Writing historically – linked with History 

 Writing formally – linked with Science and Geography 

 Information texts – linked with Science and Geography 

 Writing stories of mystery and suspense 

 Writing play scripts. 
 

The children will be expected to read regularly at home and will be given a school book 
which they need to bring in their book bag every day.  Please write a comment in their 
reading record book to show it has been read at home and then the children can change 
their own book.  We will be expecting those children who are now ‘free’ readers to be 
completing a more in depth book review.  The children ideally need to read their books 
twice, unless they are on chapter books, as it really does help with their comprehension 
and they get a lot more out of the book on the second reading.  They are also welcome 
to read their own books in and out of school alongside their school book.   
 
Maths 
We will be extending the children’s ability to calculate using deeper written methods in 
multiplication and division. 

 Multiplication and division (with addition and subtraction taught through 
morning tasks) 

 Measures 

 Fractions 

 Statistics 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Science  
We will be learning about Forces first; the children will be taught to: 

 explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of 
gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object 

 identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act 
between moving surfaces 

 recognise that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears allow a 
smaller force to have a greater effect 

 Next, we will look at Space; the children will be taught to: 
 describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the sun in the 

solar system 
 describe the movement of the moon relative to the Earth 
 describe the sun, Earth and moon as approximately spherical bodies 
 use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent 

movement of the sun across the sky. 
 
Topic  
In History, we will be looking at Ancient Greeks; how they lived and the impact they had 
on a modern world; we will look at how they influenced British values.  In Geography, 
we are studying the continent of North America; we shall look at cultures, climate and 
the land expanse and how it compares to Britain.  
 
For the first half-term Year 5 will be learning themed songs based upon Ancient Greek 
myths and looking at the musical and theatrical influence this culture has on our modern 
world.  We will also be using a music programme to create a sound track for the play we 
will film.  This will be used in association with computing.  
We will be continuing to explore the French language and culture by learning about 
transport and links with the rest of the world including trade and history; we will link our 
country’s past with France’s.  
 
We hope that you find these details useful in providing you with more information 
about your child’s learning and assisting you to support him/her further.  Please 
remember if you ever have any queries or problems, I’m always happy to see you for a 
chat.  Please contact either the School Office, or myself if I am available, to book an 
appointment.  
 
Many thanks for your continued support. 
 
Jonathan Tate    Penny Hoyle 
Class Teacher    Teaching Assistant 
 
 
  
 
 

Please remember to send your 

child’s water bottle in.  It really 

helps them to stop dehydrating 

and getting tired in the 

afternoons now the heating is on. 

all day. 
 


