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Dear Parents & Carers 
 
Last summer I promised to provide a regular newsletter with the perspective from the Governors. Summer 
seems like such a long time ago now; we've had summer holidays, Halloween, Diwali, Guru Nanak and, of 
course, Christmas since then! A personal highlight has to be the school nativities and concerts in the run up to 
Christmas. During this time there have been a huge amount of change in School and just like the current 
change of seasons the Governing Body are now seeing the green shoots of change and progress in School. 
 
So, what has been happening since September? 
 
On our journey back to good (or outstanding): 

 Governors are very pleased with the new data tracking system in school. This has been a journey to 
get it just right and the hard work of the SLT (and a few of the governors) now sees us with the ability 
to see how our young learners are progressing at every level. This is also giving our staff a better 
insight into where they can really focus their energies to deliver the best for our children. Governors 
hold the school to account on areas of strength and areas of development using the data.  

 Subject Leadership has been refined with most members of staff in school taking a lead in monitoring 
and setting the agenda for all the subject areas across the curriculum. Governors will be in school 
over this term monitoring the impact of this. 

 The learning Centre in school is now in full swing with over 70 children accessing this new area each 
week. It's still early days for this resource but the visits so far from governors have shown high 
engagement with the provision alongside great feedback from the children who access the area. We 
would expect to be able to measure and see the impact of this new approach to interventions by the 
end of this academic year….but the signs are good. 

 The Governing Body are also encouraged by the "revitalising" of the environment in school. New 
furniture, new signage (on its way) and a January Spring clean will see the working environment for 
staff and children a much nicer place to both teach and learn – I am a passionate believer that the 
quality of the environments in which we work and learn are a fundamental part of success and 
happiness.  

 Coinciding with this, school have also implemented the new celebration lanyards for all children which 
children are really excited about. A new "presentation score" for all work encourages our children to 
maintain high standard in their presentation of work and, just 2 weeks in, teachers have seen a 
marked difference – this was a target area for OFSTED in their report. Spellodrome is also being used 
well; with some of our children in the top 10 scores in the world!! 

 I have now developed a calendar of monitoring for the Governors to follow. This allows us to really 
focus our visits to school on the OFSTED areas for improvement and any other identified areas that 
come up through our regular governing meetings that take place each half term. These visits are also 
used to monitor the impact of the strategies mentioned above so that we can be confident that the 
school is delivering on the expected outcomes of the School Improvement Plan. 

 
The Governing body is now complete, having had a number of vacancies over the Autumn.  I was glad to 
welcome three new governors to the school in December. These bring finance, teaching, SEN, property 
management and risk management skills to the Governing Body. They are already throwing themselves into 
their roles with visits into school and taking on Named Governor roles. You will also have seen the Parent 
Governor vacancies will be filled this week. 
 
I look forward to writing to you again after Easter with another update but you can always contact me at 
chair@myrtlepark.bradford.sch.uk. 
 
 
Wishing you a happy February and Spring, yours faithfully, 

 
Mr Jonathan (Johnny) Rookes, Chair of Governors 
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